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Whether the use of Internet will improve the willingness of community participation 
and promote community participate? This is a controversial issue. Some studies show the 
optimistic views on the impact of Internet. But some are pessimistic in examining the 
community interaction and community participation. With the continuous development and 
popularization of Internet technology, people went into the Internet, along with the way 
people communicate changed, online social networks emerged. Meanwhile community 
morphological structure made an enormous difference, such as the limitation of the 
geographical space weakened, community networked and loomed larger. The Internet 
become more and more popular, it is not enough to study the social impact of Internet only 
by comparing the difference between Internet user and non user. Thus many studies lay 
emphasis on the specific use of the Internet. However scholars ignored the meaning of 
online social networks to offline community. In general, when we study the impact of the 
Internet on offline community, we should bring attention to the question as following. 
Whether people use the Internet or not and how to use it. Either, we should take the essence 
online social network into account when refer to the public affairs of offline community. 
This article study the impact of Internet on community participation willingness at two 
levels, one is personal use of Internet, the other is the structure of online social networks, by 
using the survey data from the 2010-2011 Ten City Survey in China which the respondents 
are the internet user. And we adopt the method of multiple linear regression to analysis the 
data. The results show that, on the level of individual usage of the Internet, the frequency of 
people use the Internet did affect the willingness of community participation. The more 
frequent people use it, the less willingness people will participate. In contrast, the efficacy 
of Internet usage have an positive impact on the willingness. On the other level of structure 
of online social networks, the larger network size, the smaller network density, the lower 
network heterogeneity in some extent and instrumental online social networks also have an 
positive impact. In conclusion, the above results indicate that the impacts of the Internet on 














Internet to deny the Internet value may be arbitrary. Furthermore this study suggests that 
construct an online social network platform which is consist of participants in different age 
and under a similar background of knowledge is beneficial to promote people to participate 
the offline community life. 
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